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o 'Dear Secrc‘cary Bowlcs

' The Natu:ral chtage & Endangercd Spccles Program (N'HESP) of the Massachusetts Dnnsmn of
‘Fishéries: & Wildlife has'reviewed the Environmenta] Notlﬁcatmn Form {ENF) for the abovc-llstcd
-project and would like to offer the following comments

The project site is mapped as Priority Habitat for the Marbled Salamander (Ambystoma opacum), a

species listed as “Threatened” pursuant to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (M.G.L. c. 131A)
and its implementing regtﬂatlons (MESA, 321 CMR 10.00). An NHESP-approved field survey
conducted in 2003 failed to document Marbled Salamanders on the proposed project site. As a result, the
NHESP determined that the proposed project would not result in a “take” of state-listed species (NHESP
letter dated 1/29/04). - As MESA determination letters expire after three years the applicant should submit
a new MESA filing pursuant to 321 CMR 10.18.

As described in the ENF, a Certified Vernal Pool is located adjacent to the proposed project site. This

- pool has been documented to support a large breeding populat]on of Spotted Salamanders (Ambystoma
maculatum), with over 100 egg masses detected during spring 2003. Spotted Salamanders, like many
other vernal-pool breeding wildlife species, make extensive use of upland forest habitat in the vicinity of
breeding pools, and significant numbers of Spotted Salamanders are expected to occur on the proposed
project site. Many scientific studies have documented the special ecological significance and
conservation value of forested uplands in the vicinity of vernal pools. As an inspection of aerial
photographs docs not show any vernal pools in the immediate vicinity of the Lantana parcel to be
‘swapped, it is unlikely that this parcel supports a similar population of Spotted | Salamanders or.other
vernal pool spécies. - In addition, despite no Threatened Matbled Salamanders being documented on the
proposed project site, it remains likely that this far-ranging species at least occasionally occupies the
proposed prejeéffs_ite.l Given the urban landscape surrounding the southern section of the Blue-Hills
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